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AGRICULTURAL REGION — DROUGHT RELIEF 

321. Hon COLIN de GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I refer to the minister’s answer to question without notice 262, in which she outlined the financial assistance 
measures for drought-stricken farmers. 

(1) Does the minister agree that the state government needs to do more than administer the commonwealth 
scheme? 

(2) Is the $310 000 announced for the Regional Men’s Health Initiative on 16 June 2017 additional to the 
$800 000 a year outlined in the 2016–17 budget forward estimates? 

(3) Will the minister commit to supporting the Rural Financial Counselling Service WA? 

(4) If seasonal conditions do not improve, will the minister commit to additional funding for these 
organisations? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)–(4) I thank the member for the question. I want to make it very clear that I have never, ever suggested that 

our role was simply in administering the commonwealth scheme. What I was outlining in the answer to 
that particular question was the body of work that we had to do to ensure that our farmers have some 
access to the federal scheme, because as I underlined in a debate in the house last night, there is a great 
deal of uncertainty about the access that farmers can have to that scheme. I am pleased that we have 
already committed to an additional $310 000 for the Regional Men’s Health Initiative. That was 
announced by the Minister for Health on 16 June. That is in addition to those funds that were already in 
the 2016–17 budget. Of course, we have always continued to support the Rural Financial Counselling 
Service since we introduced it in 1989. We are working very closely with the Department of 
Agriculture and Food and all the grower groups to constantly monitor the situation. If the seasonal 
conditions do continue to deteriorate, of course we will look at any further support that might be 
necessary. 
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